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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 17th September 2018 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram
(Chairperson) Mrs. Thompson (Vice-chairperson)                

    Mr. Stretch


           Mr. Fockema
    District Councillor Mrs. Airey      County Councillor Mrs. Willis

    PCSO Helen Madden  

    4 members of the public                   
1.   Apologies

    Mrs. Scrogham                              District Councillor Mr. Butcher 

    District Councillor Mr. Airey        
2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes were approved and signed.
3.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

There were no declarations of interest. 
4.    Public Participation by Question & Comment

Council Councillor Mrs. Willis reported that Cumbria County Council and the land owner had not been able to agree a mutual suitable solution to the drainage problem on Red Lane.  The allocated money had been returned to the budget for use elsewhere. Mrs. Willis had also attended a meeting to table suggestions to alleviate the traffic congestion through Ulverston.  Reducing the number of entrances and exits was considered naming Fox Street and Goad Street but it was thought that such an amendment would funnel traffic onto the narrow country lanes.
PCSO Helen Madden reported that the incidents of note in the parish consisted of two road traffic collisions involving two vehicles. One resulted in minor injury and one vehicle was parked. There was one road traffic collision involving a cyclist and a car with minor injury to the cyclist. There was one highway disruption incident due to sheep on the road and one road related incident due to the manner of driving with no trace of the vehicle. There were two concerns for welfare with one referral to the mental health team and one not requiring attention. There was one malicious communication and one common assault with parties known to each other.
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PCSO Madden informed the council that parking and access problems were being monitored at the school with further patrols planned. Joint patrols were planned with SLDC enforcement to monitor dog fouling, littering, fly tipping and abandoned vehicles using SLDC stencils in problem areas. 
District Councillor Andrew Butcher reported via email that the safety of children walking to school had been raised by residents and the impact the proposed new road would have on this.  Mr. Butcher stated he will attend the Memorial Hall drop in session to view the plans for the roundabout and stressed that it was paramount that all other residents and parish councillors did the same. Concerned residents had contacted Mr. Butcher regarding scaffolding erected on a house in Goad Street for several years. In addition, the gas main pipes were reported to be exposed due to the surrounding box being broken. Mr. Butcher had posted several letters of enquiry to no avail. Due to the ongoing road works at Newlands, residents had contacted Mr. Butcher with concerns regarding cars cutting through Fox Street onto Swarthmoor Hall Lane to avoid queues on the A590. Mr. Butcher reported a presentation was given at Greenodd parish meeting with regard to the Kirkby Wind Farm inspectorate appeal with support being sought from local councils.
A member of public reported that he had personally donated £30 to the Jigsaw Children’s Hospice. He had also requested a quotation for the Rufus Lane maintenance but it had not been received.
An email had been received from the Independent Living Officer for South Lakes Housing who had recently launched a service for older persons who live in the South Lakes area to provide assistance to enable them to continue living at home independently.  The officer welcomed the opportunity to attend a parish council meeting to give a fuller picture of the service.  It was decided to invite the officer to the October or November meeting. Clerk to invite the Independent Living Officer to a meeting.
5. Parish Council
a)A wheeled funeral bier, bought around a century ago with parish contributions, was housed in a barn which had been sold and was required to be moved. Mrs. Scrogham had kindly visited the Barrow-in-Furness Archives to obtain background on the bier and had appealed in the Community Chat magazine for information from parishioners. One option to re-house the bier would be to offer it on loan to the Dock Museum at Barrow-in-Furness. However, it was thought that time would be required to consider parishioner’s wishes and it was decided to enquire whether it could be housed in the parish church. Clerk to contact the church warden with the request.
b)Mr. Stretch was awaiting the quotation to clean the bus shelters and telephone box. Correspondence had been received from the Cumbria County Council Scheduled Bus Services Officer regarding the crumpled poster in the bus shelter near the Miners Arms. The condition of the bus shelter was considered by the council and it was decided to obtain the cost of replacing the bus shelter and investigate the possibility of obtaining a grant towards the replacement. Mr. Stretch to obtain details of bus shelter replacement.
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c)A bookcase had been installed in the Ulverston Road telephone box and filled with books. The excess books are stored in the Parish Rooms.
6.  Swarthmoor 

a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received. 
b)The condition of the Rufus Lane bridleway had been highlighted in the Community Led Plan responses. Although two requests for quotations to improve the bridleway had been requested, only one had been received. It was decided that the quotation of £1518 plus VAT should be accepted provided Cumbria County Council gave permission for the work to be carried out. Clerk to contact Cumbria County Council to verify permission for the improvement.
7.   Loppergarth

a)The Loppergarth playground report had been received. 
b) The clerk had contacted two contractors to obtain quotations to repair the loose tarmac on Loppergarth Car Park. 
8.  Community Led Plan
a)Three hundred and four questionnaires were returned and the data input into a specially developed spreadsheet. A meeting had been arranged on 8th October 2018 with the Development Officer, ACTion with Communities in Cumbria to obtain guidance on progressing the results. This would also be attended by the Pennington School Headmistress.
b)The collated responses showed that residents were satisfied with the visibility and cleanliness of road signs but some road markings required repainting. Increased traffic and speeding through Swarthmoor was a concern, particularly with the A590 being used as a race track in the evenings. Difficulty was experienced exiting Goad Street, Cross-a-Moor and Fox Street onto the A590. Speeding in the village was a problem plus speeding and parking was a constant safety issue at Pennington School. Speeding around the blind corners on the hill by the church caused problems for both drivers and horse riders. It was planned that the highway responses would be taken to the proposed Cross-a-Moor roundabout drop-in session. Cross-a-Moor residents felt that they should be involved in the roundabout decisions. Residents expressed that they did not want the housing development at Cross-a-Moor and cited it as a profit making exercise for the house builder. Others also doubted the need for both the additional housing and the new roundabout considering the uncertainty surrounding the future of Glaxchem, Ulverston’s main employer. Traffic lights at Cross-a-Moor and a Swarthmoor bye-pass were also suggested.
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9.  Highways

a)The drop in event to view the proposed plans for the Cross-a-Moor roundabout had been arranged for 20th September 2018 at Pennington Memorial Hall.
10.  Local Area Partnership
The Chairman and Mrs. Thompson attended the Local Area Partnership meeting. A SLDC representative gave details of the process for paperless planning applications. Paper plans for very important applications, however, would still be provided by the applicant. Concerns were raised regarding the paperless process due to lack of access to internet and IT facilities at parish halls. SLDC provided a budget for parish councils identifying a need for support with the offer of an officer to attend the parish council meetings. It was decided that the latter would be useful. Clerk to request attendance of officer at a parish council meeting.
The HIMS system was being updated following customer feedback. Members agreed they had a key link with the police force with regular updates of response to parish issues. An update was given on the restructuring of South Lakeland District Council. Information was also given regarding community litter picks and the provision of equipment.
         11.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

The meeting was adjourned during which time Mr. Stretch and Mr. Fockema attended Sunnyside for the annual appraisal and reported the tenant was encountering an issue with the electrical supply to his cooker. The toilet was not flushing correctly. Mr. Stretch instructed the tenant on the method of fixing the toilet. Clerk to obtain date for electrical inspection.

The Parish Rooms decoration was considered. It was decided that the ground floor ceiling should be painted white, the skirting boards painted grey and the door varnished. The wallpaper should be removed and the walls painted cream. It was decided that the back wall on the first floor should have the wallpaper stripped and be painted cream. The peeling paint in the office should be scraped again. The holes in the ground floor under the stairs should be repaired or covered. Clerk to contact builder with specifications.
         12. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid        
         Parish Rooms fire extinguisher maintenance
       £57.00

         Community Led Plan envelopes

     £126.42
         Ulverston Town Lands rent


       £30.00

         Swarthmoor Allotments flymo driveshaft

         & petrol




       £55.14

         Telephone kiosk bookcase & books

      £155.00
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Invoices Due for Payment
         Archive cost to research funeral bier

         £4.80
Receipts
         Sunnyside rent



                 £430.00

Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds statement no. 96 issue date 10th September 2018) balance on 10th September 2018: £11,859.23. 
13. Planning Applications

Pennington
The following planning applications were approved:-

SL/2018/0600 

54, Park Road, Swarthmoor, dormer window to front roof slope

SL/2018/0630

Castle Hill Farm, Beckside, single storey side and rear extension

SL/2018/0676

‘Kings Lea’, 3, Rufus Lane, Swarthmoor, single storey rear extension

SL/2018/0668

5, Moorgarth, Swarthmoor, 2 storey side and single storey rear extension
SLDC

The following planning applications were approved:-

SL/2017/0489 

The Rear Cottage, 8, Whinfield Farm, 2 storey rear extension

SL/2017/0572

OS field no. 7070, Loppergarth, extension to existing agricultural building

SL/2017/0615

76, Ulverston Road, Swarthmoor, single storey side extension and rear porch

The following planning application was refused:-

SL/2018/0600 

54, Park Road, Swarthmoor, dormer window to front roof slope

Appeal
Appeal Ref: APP/M0933/W/18/3198131

Land adjacent to Pennington Lane, Ulverston, Cumbria LA12 0RR
Decision

The appeal is dismissed insofar as it relates to the container. The appeal is allowed insofar as it relates to the hardstanding.

1)No storage of any description shall be permitted on the hardstanding hereby approved.
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         14.  Correspondence
         There was no correspondence.
15.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda

The next meeting was arranged for 15th October 2018.

Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 18th September 2018
 
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

