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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Annual General Meeting held on Monday 21st May 2018 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram


         Mrs. Thompson


    Mr. Stretch


         Mrs. Scrogham          
    District Councillor Mrs. Airey    Mr. Morrison & Mr. Metcalfe
1.   Apologies

    Mr. Nicolaas Fockema 
         Mr. Peter Fockema
    District Councillor Mr. Butcher  District Councillor Mr. Airey    
                PCSO Helen Madden                  County Councillor Mrs. Willis 
2.   Election of Officers
It was proposed by Mr. Stretch that Mr. Bertram continue as Chairperson. Mrs. Scrogham seconded this. Mr. Stretch proposed Mrs. Thompson as Vice-chairperson and was seconded by Mrs. Scrogham. Both proposals were carried unanimously.
3.   Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes were approved and signed.
4.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

Mrs. Thompson and Mr. Stretch declared an interest in the Rufus Lane agenda item.
5.    Public Participation by Question & Comment
Mr. Morrison congratulated the Chairman on his re-election. District Councillor Mr. Butcher reported via email that scaffolding had been erected outside a house in Goad Street for in excess of five years in addition to a broken gas box at the front of the house. This was reported to him by a local resident and Mr. Butcher has sent a letter to the householder. Mr. Butcher has also added a large pothole on the junction of Park Road and the A590 to the online reporting system. County Councillor Mrs. Willis reported via email that she attended a local committee meeting and confirmed that the Red Lane flooding issue was still active and the authority was working with landowner to find a solution.
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PCSO Helen Madden reported via email that the incidents of note in the parish consisted of one licensing/firearms pre-planned event for pest control. There was a damage only road traffic collision between two cars with one driver who failed to stop being identified. There was one concern for welfare resulting in admission to hospital for assessment and support and one missing person who was located. There was interference to a works van resulting in no theft or damage but tools were stolen from another secure works vehicle. There was one assault with parties known to each other with the offender arrested and charged. PCSO Madden informed the council that parking and access problems were being monitored at the school with further patrols planned for May/June. Joint patrols were planned with SLDC enforcement to monitor dog fouling.
6. Chairman’s Annual Report
The following Chairman’s Annual Report was read:-

‘This year has finally seen the conclusion to the proposed construction of the concrete batching plant at Lindal with planning permission being refused by the planning department. On another planning issue, however, the Local Planning Authority voted in favour of the construction of houses on land off Cross-a-Moor included in the Local Development Plan. Construction will not commence until the proposed new roundabout on the A590 is fully functional.
Many local parishes are establishing a Community Led Plan. With the support of Pennington Parish Council, guidance from Cumbria County Council and ACTion with Communities in Cumbria, a group composed of parish councillors and local residents has embarked on such a plan. The parish council would like to thank them for their dedication in producing the Community Led Plan questionnaire. 

Loppergarth Community Group has worked hard to upgrade the Loppergarth Playground with new equipment, picnic bench and railings. Pennington Parish Council would like to thank them for their efforts together with District Councillors Caroline Airey and Andrew Butcher and County Councillor Janet Willis for their financial contributions from their funding. The parish council would also like to thank Mrs. Athersmith, Mrs. Stringer and Mr. Douglas for taking over the community magazine and ensuring its continued circulation. The parish council website, www.penningtonpc.co.uk was also created to communicate with residents.
This year the council was very happy to welcome Mr. Peter Fockema to their number.’
7.  Parish Council

a)It was decided that the allocation of councillor duties for 2018/2019 should be  decided at the next meeting.
b)The Chairman proposed a resolution to adopt the National Association of Local Councils Model Standing Orders 2018(England). It was seconded by Mrs. Scrogham and carried unanimously.
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c)As no progress had been made repairing the Loppergarth telephone box light because the electricity supply could not be isolated, Mrs. Scrogham suggested a request be entered to cut off the electricity supply. This was agreed. Clerk to ask the electricity supply company to cut off the electricity supply.
The telephone box on Ulverston Road, Swarthmoor was discussed and it was agreed to place an article in the Community Chat magazine requesting suggestions for its use from residents. Clerk to compose article for the magazine and Mrs. Scrogham to also add it to the parish council Facebook page.
8.  Swarthmoor 
a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received. 
b)Complaints had been received regarding the bus shelters.
c)Mr. Metcalfe addressed the council regarding the Rufus Lane access which is the only bridleway in the area. If improved, it could provide a safe route to school again and aid the alleviation of the school parking problem. It is also the main route into the countryside from Swarthmoor. The council agreed that the clearing of the bridleway would be beneficial. Mrs. Thompson suggested that funding applications through the Community Led Plan results could be a possibility. Mr. Stretch, Mr. Metcalfe and Mr. Morrison agreed to obtain quotations for the work. Clerk to liaise with Cumbria County Council footpath management.
9.   Loppergarth

a)The Loppergarth playground report had been received. Mrs. Scrogham reported to the council how nice the playground looked with the flowers in bloom and the grass cut. Residents had also commented on how uplifting it was to see the playground full of children playing during the recent bank holiday.
10.   Community Led Plan

Mrs. Scrogham reported that the Community Led Plan questionnaires were to be opened following the parish council meeting. Mrs. Scrogham and Mrs. Thompson were due to attend training on extracting the information from the questionnaires and applying it to a spreadsheet. ACTion with Communities in Cumbria is to aid in the formulation of the resulting action plan. This would then be presented to the parish council prior to publication within the community. Mrs. Scrogham thanked everyone who distributed and collected the questionnaires.
11.   General Data Protection Regulations 2018
a)The National Association of Local Councils and Cumbria Association of Local Councils provided guidance and sample procedures to the parish council to comply 
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with the General Data Protection Regulations 2018. These were amended by the clerk 

for Pennington Parish and circulated to the parish councillors via email for their approval. The Chairman proposed a resolution to adopt the procedures. This was seconded by Mrs. Scrogham and carried unanimously. Amendments to the legislation have resulted in the parish council no longer being required to appoint a data protection officer. Clerk to upload relevant procedures onto the council website and register the parish council with the Information Commissioner’s Office
12.   Local Area Partnership
Mrs. Scrogham reported that Councillor Mark Wilson gave details of the Ulverston Emergency Planning Group at the last meeting providing the scenario of a major catastrophe. Mrs. Scrogham suggested that this plan contained more detail than the Pennington Parish Emergency Plan and that Mr. Wilson be asked to address the parish council at a future meeting. This was agreed. Mrs. Scrogham reported that the parish council was allowed a third member to attend the meetings and the Chairman agreed to attend. Mrs. Scrogham also reported that one of the suggestions from LAP consisted of a cross boundary neighbourhood plan to access further funding. Mrs. Scrogham to contact Mr. Wilson. Clerk to arrange for the Chairman to the added to the LAP attendance list.
13.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

A stopper had been added to the gate stoop to prevent the unlocked gate opening into the road. The councillors, however, requested that a soft surface be added to it. There was an area of damp on the left side of the back wall on the first floor with a damp section on the ceiling above it. The paint was peeling from the ceiling in the locked office on the first floor and water was permanently present at the right of the front door behind the railing. Clerk to contact builder to rectify the problems.
14.   Donation Request
The parish council considered Mr. Morrison’s request for a donation to the Jigsaw Children’s Hospice and decided to continue with the policy of only making donations within the parish. Mr. Morrison offered to give the parish council £30 to donate to the charity. The council thanked Mr. Morrison but advised that it would be preferable for him to make a personal donation to the hospice. 
15. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid

         Donation from Mr. Morrison to Pennington 

         Parish Church




          £10.00
         Donation from Mr. Morrison to Pennington 

         Church of England School


          £10.00
         CLP questionnaire printing


        £422.04
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         Invoices Due for Payment

         None
Receipts
Sunnyside rent


                               £430.00

         2018 precept


     
                £4,768.77
         2018 grant


 
                   £203.98
         VAT refund




    £1,104.11
         Allotment rent x 2 



         £60.00

Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds TSB statement no. 92 issue date 10th May 2018) balance on 10th May 2018: £11,241.77. 
16. Planning Applications
Pennington 
The following planning applications were approved:-

SL/2018/0283 

Channel House Farm, Pennington, steel framed livestock building 

SL/2018/0319 

Seekers Way, Beckside, Ulverston, rear dormer, garage and car

port with terrace over and glazed balustrade

SL/2018/0322 

Land adjacent to East Drive, Birkrigg Park, High Carley, erecrtion of 2 detached dwellings with vehicular access
SLDC

The following planning applications were approved:-

SL/2018/0161 

16, Ulverston Road, 2 storey side extension

SL/2018/0177 

26, Trinkeld Avenue, single storey rear extension

Town & Country Planning Act 1990 – Appeal under section 78
(Written Representations Procedure)

SL/2017/1024
Land adjacent to Pennington Lane, retention of hardstanding and change of use of land for the siting of a storage container(retrospective)

Planning Inspectorate reference – APP/M0933/W/18/3198131
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	


It was agreed that the council would make the following comment to the planning inspectorate:-

‘Pennington parish currently has an outstanding enforcement (still awaiting compliance), the notice was served in 2014 (case no 11168), on land to the east of Cowran Estate.

This breach of planning constitutes the laying and compacting of hardcore and the associated siting of a shipping container (without planning permission).

Reasons for issuing this notice is the development is contrary to the national Policy Framework. Land is isolated from any other form of development.
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Development is contrary to SLDC core strategy policies:

CS8.2 Requires the protection and enhancement of landscape and settlement character.

CS1.1 Sustainability. Vital to protect open countryside.

CS1.2 Only exceptional development will be permitted in open countryside.

With regards to SL/2017/1024 and this consequent appeal, the laying of hardcore and siting of a shipping container (plus other vehicles), has also been carried out without planning permission. 
This is in open countryside adjacent to a footpath which links together the hamlets of Rowe Head and Loppergarth.
17.  Correspondence
The correspondence list was read. The thank-you letter from Pennington Church of England School was given to Mr. Morrison.
18.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda

The next meeting was arranged for 18th June 2018.
Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 25th May 2018.
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

