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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16th April 2018 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram
(Chairperson)
          Mrs. Thompson (Vice-chairperson)
    Mrs. Scrogham                              Mr. Stretch
    Mr. Nicolaas Fockema                  Mr. Peter Fockema

    County Councillor Mrs. Willis     District Councillor Mr. Butcher 

                District Councillor Mrs. Airey     

    Mr. Morrison, Mr. Douglas & Mrs. Stringer
1.   Apologies

    PCSO Helen Madden   
2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes were approved and signed.
3.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

Mrs. Thompson declared an interest in the Rufus Lane discussion.
4.    Public Participation by Question & Comment

Mrs. Thompson reported that during the Community Led Plan launch event, Mr. Metcalfe suggested the creation of a group of volunteers to maintain the Rufus Lane footpath. On initial investigation, Chris Graham, the Cumbria County Council Public Rights of Way Officer, gave his support for such an initiative with the possible loan of equipment through the parish council. Mr. Thompson, holder of the relevant qualifications for such work offered to advise the council. Approval from the parish council to continue the viability investigation was sought and obtained unanimously with a progress report added to the agenda for the next meeting.
Mr. Morrison enquired whether the council would be willing to donate to Jigsaw, the only children’s hospice in Cumbria. It was decided to place this on the agenda for the next meeting.
Mr. Stretch reported that he had received complaints regarding the lack of cleaning of the parish council bus shelters. Mr. Nicolaas Fockema to visit the bus shelters.
Mrs. Scrogham reported from the Local Area Partnership meeting that a solar panel had been installed at a cost of £200 to charge the light bulb in the Rosside telephone box. Mrs. Scrogham suggested that this may solve the current electricity maintenance problem with the Loppergarth telephone box in addition to saving the cost of the 
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electricity. This would be discussed at the next meeting. Mrs. Scrogham also indicated that the system of computerised planning applications was due to be implemented.
Mrs. Stringer, a Moorgarth resident, recounted to the council the difficulty parking on Moorgarth with cars parked on the turning area and the telegraph pole being damaged. 

Mrs. Stringer indicated that she intended to write a letter to the authority requesting that a further section of grassland on Moorgarth be converted to a parking area and asked for permission to state the suggestion was supported by the parish council. This was approved.

County Councillor Mrs. Willis reported that residents had asked if traffic lights at Cross-a-Moor would be a viable alternative to a roundabout. Highways England considered that a roundabout would keep the traffic flowing with traffic lights not being able to cope with the number of vehicles using the junction. Mrs. Willis reported that the only amendment to the proposed fire service changes was an increase in the Ulverston day shift from eight to twelve hours. From next year there would be a full fire crew at Barrow, Kendal and Carlisle.
PCSO Helen Madden reported via email that the incidents of note in the parish consisted of two road traffic collisions, one with minor damage. One person over the prescribed alcohol limit was arrested and prosecuted. There was one public order incident due to the escalation of a neighbour dispute where the offender was arrested.

There was one concern for welfare, one suspicious vehicle, one suspicious incident and a complaint about the manner of driving. PCSO Madden informed the council that parking and access problems were being monitored at the school with further patrols planned for April/May. Joint patrols were planned with SLDC enforcement to monitor dog fouling. Further speed laser gun sessions were planned for Carley Lane.
5. Community Led Plan

Mrs. Scrogham reported that the pre-launch event held on 22nd March 2018 at the Pennington Memorial Hall was well attended. The questionnaires were printed and Mrs. Scrogham requested help from the councillors with the distribution and collection. This was confirmed. 
6.  Swarthmoor 

a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received. 
b) The hedge on the Parkfield/Main Road junction had been trimmed but it was felt that it continued to adversely affect vision on exiting the junction. It was decided that advice should be sought from David Kirby, the Cumbria Highways Senior Network Technician. Clerk to contact Mr. Kirby.
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7.   Loppergarth

a)The Loppergarth playground report had been received. 
8.  Year End

The books had been approved by Mr. Crammond, the internal auditor, and the summary of the year end accounts had been emailed to the councillors. The Chairman proposed a resolution to approve section 1, the Annual Governance Statement of the Local Councils in England Annual Return. This was carried unanimously. The Chairman proposed a resolution to approve section 2, the Accounting Statement, of the Local Councils in England Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2018. This was carried unanimously. The Chairman proposed a resolution to certify the council as exempt from a limited assurance review by the external auditor as the qualifying criteria had been met. This was carried unanimously. The Certificate of Exemption was signed. Clerk to send Certificate of Exemption to the external auditor and letter of thanks to Mr. Crammond.

9.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

         The clerk contacted Superior windows to enquire about the insertion of trickle vents
         into the Parish Rooms windows. It was considered that this would break the seal and 

         was advised to keep the windows on the ‘night vent’ setting to aid air circulation. A
         letter had been left for the group who rents to first floor room to leave the windows on
         the first lock setting as they had been closing the window during use of the room.
         10. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid        
         Swarthmoor Playground inspections

     £413.71

Loppergarth Playground inspections

     £413.71

         Parish Rooms floor varnish &

         Telephone box repair



       £45.00
Invoices Due for Payment
Telephone calls



         £3.00
Allotment strimmer repairs


       £57.10

CALC subscription



     £297.00
Receipts
         Sunnyside rent



                 £430.00

         Allotment rent 



     £120.00
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Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds statement no. 91 issue date 10th April 2018) balance on 10th April 2018: £6,765.99. 
11. Planning Applications

SLDC

The following planning application was approved:-

         SL/2018/0072

19, Main Road, Swarthmoor, detached garage to rear yard.
         12.  Correspondence
         There was no correspondence.
13.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda

The next meeting was arranged for 21st May 2018.

Rufus Lane maintenance

Donation to Jigsaw Children’s Hospice

Bus shelters

Solar panel to power Loppergarth telephone box light

Local Area Partnership

Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 17th April 2018
 
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

