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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 19th February 2018 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram
(Chairperson)
          
    Mrs. Scrogham                              Mr. Stretch
    Mr. Nicolaas Fockema                  Mr. Peter Fockema

    County Councillor Mrs. Willis     District Councillor Mr. Butcher
    Mr. Morrison & Mr. Douglas  
1.   Apologies

                Mrs. Thompson (Vice-chairperson)         District Councillor Mrs. Airey      
                PCSO Helen Madden   
2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes were approved and signed.
3.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

There were no declarations of interests.
4.    Public Participation by Question & Comment

Mr. Morrison informed the council that he was impressed with the newly installed Loppergarth Playground railings and gave the clerk a cheque towards the cost of the railings. Mr. Morrison enquired whether the Community Led Plan sub-committee was answerable to the parish council. This was confirmed. Mr. Morrison enquired whether his question at the last meeting regarding a Community Led Plan ballot had been minuted. The clerk confirmed this.
County Councillor Mrs. Willis reported that leaflets were being distributed in the area regarding cuts to the manning of the Ulverston Fire Station. Both Mrs. Willis and the Chief Fire Officer had attended the Ulverston Town Council meeting to outline the proposals. District Councillor Mr. Butcher informed the council that the current Ulverston fire officers were concerned about the effects of the proposed manning reductions on the call outs for road traffic collisions and the effect of road blockages
on the fire appliance coverage for the area. The recommendations for the service provision in line with risk and demand were due to be presented to the Cumbria County Council Cabinet on 22nd March 2018. The Chairman had received a telephone call from a resident enquiring why the planning application to build a Marks and Spencer food hall and Aldi store on the emergency blue hub site had been refused. He was informed that the area was assigned as a business park. An enquiry was made 
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about why Main Road is not gritted when it is so heavily used.

County Councillor Mrs. Willis reported to the council that a fire engine had successfully passed along the road by Pennington School at a time arranged with the school. Mrs. Willis was informed that the drive past did not occur at the peak time for car parking at the school and she agreed to arrange another test visit.
A resident had reported that slabs had been installed in front of the gates at the side entrance to 3, Main Street, Loppergarth. It was believed that this area may form part of the Rowe Head to Loppergarth Footpath. Advice was sought from the Country Access Department of Cumbria County Council. Acting on this, it was decided to deduce whether the area of land affected was attached to the property by accessing the online Land Registry details. Confirmation that this portion of land definitely forms part of the footpath would also be sought from the Country Access Department. Clerk to obtain Land Registry details and liaise with the Country Access Department.
The parish council was informed that a request to purchase an area of South Lakeland District Council land had been received from two residents who live on Ulverston Road. The triangular overgrown scrub land is situated behind no. 54 Ulverston Road, Swarthmoor. It was decided that the parish councillors would like to reserve this piece of land for the community. To this end, the parish council decided that it would request to purchase the land with a view to converting it into allotments. The residents in the immediate vacinity of the land would then have first priority in the allotment allocation. Clerk to request the purchase of the land by the parish council.
PCSO Helen Madden reported via email that the incidents of note in the parish consisted of highway disruptions caused by one broken down vehicle on the A590 and one sheep on the A590. There was one road traffic collision in Swarthmoor where the driver failed to stop. There was one road traffic collision on the A590 at Three Bridges where two vehicles sustained minor damage. PCSO Madden informed the council that reception to year three students at Pennington School received a stranger danger talk while years four to six received an internet safety talk.  Parking and access problems were being monitored at the school with further patrols planned for February/March. Joint patrols were planned with SLDC enforcement to monitor the areas for fly tipping where the community bins had been removed. A speed laser gun was to be deployed on Carley Lane.
5. Community Led Plan

Mrs. Scrogham reported that the grant application made to Action for Communities with Cumbria was actually for £950 towards the Community Led Plan questionnaire printing costs. District Councillor Mr. Butcher very kindly offered to provide £250 from his member’s budget towards the printing costs. The council thanked Mr. Butcher. The finalised Community Led Plan questionnaire had been distributed to the councillors via email for perusal prior to the meeting. The vote to approve the questionnaire was unanimous. The questionnaire would be altered to reflect District Councillor Butcher’s donation towards the costs. Mr. Butcher proposed a vote of thanks for the hard work of the sub-committee members. Mrs. Scrogham reported that the pre-launch event would be held on 22nd March 2018 with the questionnaire distribution commencing on 16th April 2018. The next meeting would plan the 
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pre-launch meeting. A5 postcards similar to those advertising the recent Digital Inclusion Event would be inserted into the next copy of Community Chat containing details about the Community Led Plan and the pre-launch event.
6.  Swarthmoor 

a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received. 
b) The Chairman had sent letters to the owners of the properties on each side of Parkfield at the junction of Main Road respectfully asking them to trim their hedges for safety reasons to improve driver’s vision on exiting onto Main Road. The owner of Swarthdale House rang the Chairman and refused to trim his hedge. A resident had asked County Councillor James Airey to try to exit the junction in his car. Mr. Airey confirmed the difficulty in the manoeuvre and would be sending the owner of Swarthdale House an appropriate letter.
7.   Loppergarth

a)The Loppergarth playground report had been received. The new Loppergarth Playground railings had been installed and the damaged stone wall repaired.
8.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

         On repairing the damaged floor board on the ground floor in the Parish Rooms, it was

         found that a large area underneath the floor was supported by rotten joists and rubble.   

         It was thought that the rubble could have contributed to the Parish Rooms’ damp 

         problem. The rubble was removed. New treated joists and floor boards were installed 

         together with two supporting walls. Air bricks will be installed in better weather to try 

to improve the ongoing damp problem.

9. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid        
         Swarthmoor FC donation for use of room 

         for Digital Inclusion Workshop

        £20.00

         Parish Rooms partial floor replacement
      £465.00
         Street lighting maintenance


      £229.35

         Loppergarth Playground railings installation

         and stone wall repair



    £3444.00

         Ulverston Town Lands rent


        £30.00

Invoices Due for Payment
None
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Receipts
         Sunnyside rent



                 £430.00

         Allotment rent x 4



     £120.00

         Donation from Mr. Morrison towards

         cost of Loppergarth Playground railings
       £10.00

Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds statement no. 89 issue date 9th February 2018) balance on 9th February 2018: £6,117.88. 
10. Planning Applications

Pennington

         The following planning applications were approved-
         SL/2018/0072 
19, Main Road, Swarthmoor, detached garage to rear yard.

         SL/2018/0900
11, Meadowside, Swarthmoor, single storey detached garden room and 
         store.

         The parish council had a question regarding the proximity of a development to a

         boundary with regard to this planning application. 
SLDC

The following planning application was rejected:-

SL/2017/1024      Hardstanding area for container(retrospective), land adjacent to Pennington Lane, Ulverston

         Cumbria County Council 

         The following planning application was approved-

         Planning Application Ref. 5/18/9002       Pennington C of E School
         Erection of a new single-storey classroom building to replace a modula building,

         associated hard-landscaping alterations and relocation of timber canopy structure.
         11.  Correspondence
         There was no correspondence.
12.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda

The next meeting was arranged for 19th March 2018.
Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 20th February 2018
 
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

