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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16th October 2017 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram
(Chairperson)
          Mrs. Thompson (Vice-chairperson)         

    Mrs. Scrogham                              Mr. Fockema           
                Mr. Stretch                                   
                District Councillor Mrs. Airey    District Councillor Mr. Butcher

                Mr. Morrison, Mrs. Diggle & Loraine Birchall 
1.   Apologies

                PCSO Helen Madden        
                County Councillor Mrs. Willis   

2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes were approved and signed.
3.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

There were no declarations of interests.
4.    Public Participation by Question & Comment
The Chairman reported that the clerk had received another letter from HSBC, the James Fell Charity bank, stating that the account would be closed if the signatories did not provide personal details which the clerk felt was excessive. The clerk, therefore, resigned as secretary of the charity to enable the situation with the bank to be resolved. The trustees, Mr, Bertram and Mr. Wilkinson, decided to dissolve the charity with the money from the bank and from the sale of the unit trusts being donated to Pennington School.
PCSO Helen Madden reported via email that the incidents of note in the parish consisted of one road traffic collision where a cycle collided with a car causing damage to the wing mirror. There was one assault with no injury with parties being known to one another and one resolved incident of harassment with parties known to each other. There were two thefts of tools from vehicles. Dog fouling patrols were continuing with the SLDC Enforcement Officer together with the monitoring of parking and access at peak times at Pennington School. The inaugural meeting of the Swarthmoor Friendship group was scheduled for 6th November 2017.
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5. Community Led Plan

Mrs. Thompson reported that the sample group responses had been analysed and the questionnaire refined accordingly. The finalised version had been distributed to the parish councillors prior to the meeting and the questionnaire was approved by the council. Mrs. Scrogham was making enquiries regarding funding to print the questionnaire which may require the parish council to provide 10% of the cost to provide access to the sources of finance.
6.  Swarthmoor 

a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received
b)A broken panel in the Birkrigg Park bus stop had been reported and was due to be replaced.  Mrs. Thompson and District Councillor Mr. Butcher reported that they had received comments regarding difficulty viewing the buses arriving whilst waiting at the Cross-a-Moor bus stop.
c)The Highways Agency stated that the proposed housing development at Cross-a-Moor should not progress until the improved A590 is operational. This consists of a current bid for housing growth fund monies to deliver a proposed junction improvement scheme which would see the existing staggered junction at Cross a Moor upgraded to a 4 arm roundabout. The proposed scheme would accommodate the expected level of growth which is predicted to occur in the local area alongside unlocking four major residential allocated development sites in South Ulverston. The current application would be part of this and would be included in the funding process (S106 agreements) as the scheme delivery moves forward. 
County Councillor Mrs. Willis reported via email that property owners affected by the proposed roundabout were being contacted.

7.   Loppergarth

a)The Loppergarth playground report had been received. 
b)Mrs. Diggle, the Chairperson of the Loppergarth Community Group, reported that the wooden Loppergarth Playground fence was rotting and required replacing. A quote was obtained for a metal fence costing £3,100.00 and a solid wooden fence for £2,840. The quote for the metal fence was accepted by the council. 
Mrs. Diggle also mentioned that a new website for the Loppergarth Community Group was operational with the name appearing in the Community News. In addition, those who pledged money towards the unsuccessful playground bid had all agreed that the funds would be available to be used to fund new playground equipment.
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8.   Remembrance Day

Mrs. Wood had kindly ordered the poppy wreath. It was decided that Mr. Fockema would represent the parish council and lay the wreath at the Remembrance Day Service. Mr. Fockema to attend Remembrance Day Service.
9.  Parish Council

a)Loraine Birchall had indicated via email a cost of £200 + VAT to set up a new website for the parish council. This would require a hosting package with a current cost of £6.99 per month to protect data and provide a secure platform. There would be basic initial content construction with the instigation of secure backups and structure. The quote was accepted by the council with all five councillors having access to the website. Mrs. Scrogham would assume the main responsibility for the website. It was agreed that Loraine would meet the councillors at a place with internet access to give instructions on site maintenance. Clerk to set up hosting account for the parish council.
b) The budget for 2018/2019 was considered. It was reported that the parish council, taking into account one-off items, spent £6,604 in 2016/2017. A 10% adjustment for inflation was added together with a contingency amount of £1000 giving a total of £8,264 for the expected standard parish expenditure for 2018/2019.

The parish council considered possible income for the year but it was decided that future rental income should not be included as this was not guaranteed The current amount in the bank realised £11,241.99.

c) The precept for 2017/2018 was £4923.52. The retail price index showed a current rate of inflation of 2.7%. Having considered all the figures, it was decided to raise the precept by 1% as this was the current public sector pay cap. This produces an increase of £49.32 giving a precept for the year of £4972.75. The rise would mean an increase of a matter of pence per household giving a yearly amount of £5-£6 per household.

d) The risk management policy distributed to the parish councillors was agreed.

e)It had been requested that the Parish Charter item be placed on the agenda as a reminder for funding opportunities. Mrs. Scrogham reported that grant opportunities would be accessed to fund the community led questionnaire.
f)Mrs. Thompson and Mr. Fockema were, unfortunately, unable to attend the war memorial workshop on 4th October in Carlisle run by the Civic Trust. Other workshops are to be held to provide the opportunity to attend.
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10.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

A risk assessment of the Parish Rooms was carried out by the clerk and Mrs. 

Scrogham.
No sources of ignition near combustible materials were found on the ground floor as the electric heaters are mounted above head height on the walls. 

On the first floor no sources of ignition with nearby combustible materials were found as the electric heaters are also mounted above head height on the walls. The water heater and electric cooker in the kitchen were clear of any kind of debris. The power sockets were unplugged. The fire door was not obstructed and the fire stairs and escape route were clear. Mrs. Scrogham and the clerk tested the escape route by walking down the fire escape and along the path onto the road by Sunnyside.

The curtains are fire-proofed. All windows can be opened and are of a type that may be used to exit the building if a fire were to block the exit door.

It was considered that the fire alarm being raised by human voice would be sufficient given the size of the building. The obligatory ‘no smoking’ signs are displayed

together with the instructions for the evacuation of the building in case of fire. The fire extinguishers are serviced yearly. 
11. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid        
         None
Invoices Due for Payment
         Clerk’s expenses

 
Computer allowance



       £25.00

   
Telephone calls



         £3.00








       --------








       £28.00







  
       --------

Receipts
         Sunnyside rent



                 £420.00

Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds statement no. 84 issue date 10th October 2017) balance on 10th October 2017: £12,541.99. (This includes £1,300 funding being held for the Loppergarth Playground)
12. Planning Applications

There were no planning applications.
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13.  Correspondence
         The correspondence list was read.
14.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda

The next meeting was arranged for 20th November 2017.
Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 17th October 2017
 
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

