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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th June 2016 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram
(Chairperson)
         Mrs. Scrogham(Vice-chairperson)                            
                Mr. Stretch                                   Mrs. Thompson                                      

    Mr. Aldus                                     District Councillor Mrs. Airey

    County Councillor Mrs. Willis    PCSO Helen Madden     
                Mr. Douglas, Mr. Morrison & Mr. Diss
1.   Apologies

                District Councillor Mr. Butcher
2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes were approved and signed.
3.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

There were no declarations of interest. 
4.    Public Participation by Question & Comment
Mr. Morrison addressed the council regarding the music festival at Cowran Farm. He reported that Cumbria Constabulary, the Licensing Authority, Environmental Health and the Highways Department had all confirmed that the 2016 Cowran Farm Music Festival had been cancelled. On behalf of himself and other residents, Mr. Morrison expressed thanks to the parish council for listening to their concerns with one of the main issues being security. Mr. Morrison supplied the parish council with a letter to be filed with the parish documents giving details of the information he had requested from the authorities regarding the proposed music festival. 
District Councillor Mr. Butcher reported via email that he had visited Mr Benson of Horace regarding the drains outside his farm and the very serious possibility of flood water entering his barn and silage area. Mr. Butcher had received a tree preservation order request from Birkrigg Park residents and reported that gravel was still present on the road at the Broaddale Low Greaves area. Mr. Butcher had sent another email to 

Pennington School to make enquiries about the reason why the drain in the field has not been dug out during the dry weather. The repair of the fence on Crosslands Close was due to be completed by 30th June
Mr. Butcher reported that he addressed the County Council meeting at County hall Kendal the previous week regarding to the serious damage caused to the road from Marton to Hawkswell by the transportation of equipment to the Furness Wind Farm.
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He informed the meeting that in some areas the verges had been dug out and filled with hard-core. This had resulted in the roads starting to crack and subside. The drains had been damaged allowing water to stand on the road to add to the subsidence of the walls in winter. Mr Butcher requested a minimum two year guarantee period for the maintenance of the walls and road at no cost to the farmers and other parties. He asserted that the road is the lifeblood of the farmers and residents in this area. County Councillor Mrs. Willis reported that Cumbria County Council were continuing to photograph the roads each week and the authority was monitoring the situation.
Mr. Douglas reported that a meeting was scheduled with the Pennington Memorial Hall Committee to discuss plans devised by the architect and that a bid would be submitted in the near future. Mrs. Thompson reported that, due to boundary changes, Pennington Parish would be served by three district councillors in the future. Mrs. Scrogham reported that the replacement Victoria Cross Commemoration Stone bearing the correct date had been installed at the Cross-a-Moor War Memorial. Mr. Aldus reported that he had received a request for a resting bar to be installed at the bus stop opposite The Miner’s Arms. Mr. Aldus to obtain quotation and request access details for advertising panels.
PCSO Helen Madden reported that she would be continuing working with the SLDC enforcement officers with regard to dog fouling, litter and travellers and summarised the crime figures/calls for service for the previous month are as follows:-
Highway disruption 4 (3 caused by sheep and 1 flooding)

Burglary in a dwelling 2 (1 detected and offender known to the aggrieved)

Fire – 1 outhouse fire (no injury)

Domestic dispute - 1    

Drugs (possession ) offender arrested but not local
Road related incident – 1 (quad bike)

5.   Loppergarth

a) Mrs. Scrogham advised the council that the application to WREN for the new equipment for Loppergarth Playground had been submitted with the result being published in October.  As part of the refurbishment, a request had been received to renew the seat in the playground bearing a Pennington Parish Council plaque. This was agreed because the parish council had pledged £500 towards the cost of the new playground and this could be allocated to finance the new seat.

b) The Loppergarth playground report had been received. Mrs. Thompson reported that the gap at the top of the slide was due to be repaired.
c) District Councillor Mr. Butcher reported that the issue of the wall on the Rowe Head footpath was ongoing and would have a meeting in the near future to resolve it.

d) Mr. Diss confirmed that the 2016 Cowran Farm Music Festival was postponed until 2017 with alterations being made to the site.
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6.  Cross-a-Moor

The Local Planning Authority had been unable to make a decision on the proposed housing development for one hundred and forty-one houses on land off Cross-a-Moor due to the objections raised by Highways England regarding the establishment of an access to the site directly onto the A590. The planning application has, therefore, been deleted from the planning register. 

Headlines had appeared in the local press regarding the remodelling of the Cross-a-Moor junction and the building of a new roundabout. This had caused alarm amongst local residents under the impression that the development had been approved. A meeting was held for concerned residents most affected by the proposal and was well 
7.  Swarthmoor 

a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received. PCSO Madden reminded the council that she had received £1,000 to renovate the Youth Area and was awaiting the removal of the youth shelter for work to commence. It was decided that the Swarthmoor Football Club should be advised that they should remove the youth shelter by 1st August if they still wanted to make use of it. PCSO Madden to inform the football club of the decision and request the removal of the youth shelter.
b) PCSO Helen Madden reported that the speed indicator device placed at the Trinkeld Park entrance recorded a maximum speed of 65 mph at 6:55am with an 85th centile of 36.4mph when facing the road towards the A590. It recorded a maximum speed of 65 mph at midnight with a 85th centile of 37.8mph when facing the road towards Croftlands. PCSO Madden to request radar work in this area.
8. Community Led Plan

Mrs. Thompson reported that Mrs. Scrogham and Mr. Douglas were continuing to meet to further refine the questionnaire.

Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Scrogham and Carol Last, the C.C.C. Area Engagement Officer, were meeting to map community assets which included skills and activities as well as buildings.
9.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

Mr. Stretch reported that work on the new Parish Rooms gate was progressing. A squeaky floorboard on the ground floor was noted for future repair.
10.   Highway Repairs
Parts of the entrance roads to Trinkeld Park Estate had been resurfaced. The highways hotline number is 0330 303 2992. 
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11.   Local Area Partnership

A Local Area Partnership meeting had not taken place but Mrs. Scrogham and Mrs. Thompson attended the Cumbria Association of Local Councils District Association meeting. Mrs. Scrogham reported that comments on the Draft Parish Charter were being invited. It is currently based on consultation at the Local Area Partnerships in spring this year and highlights the ways that South Lakeland District Council and parish and town councils can work together to provide high quality local services. It was suggested that the parish charter should be held by the clerk and discussed in April and September each year with particular regard to funding applications. 
A talk on local flooding issues was also given at the meeting with details provided about river dredging and the provision of soft defences to retain water such as the planting of trees. There was also a talk on health and well being which linked to the work on Pennington Parish’s Community Led Plan.
12. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid        

Parish Rooms fire extinguisher service
£33.00

Invoices Due for Payment
Swarthmoor Playground petrol

& equipment


 

 £36.69
CALC meeting travelling expenses

 £18.45
Receipts
Sunnyside rent
     

                       £410.00

Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds statement no. 67 issue date 10th June 2016) balance on 10th June 2016: £9,435.69. 
13. Planning Applications
Pennington

The following plans were approved:-

SL/2016/0234

Replacement of two polytunnels with one greenhouse, Cowran Farm, Pennington.

SL/2016/0363

Single storey side extension, 3, South Green, Ulverston.
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The following plan had conditional approval:-
SL/2016/0497  Erection of stable block, Seg Lane, Ulverston
‘Pennington Parish Council would like to point out to the planning authority that Seg Lane is a long very narrow single track road with insufficient passing space for a car and pedestrian for most of its length. During the prolonged flooding in December 2015, the normal access past Pennington School was restricted to 4x4 vehicles due to the depth of the water. The alternative route, Seg Lane, was the only access for residents. The small lay-bye associated with the existing lane and access gate by the proposed stable is one of the few passing places. Provided vehicles tending the stable park in the proposed area on the plan and are not allowed to park in the lay-bye at any time vehicles would be able to pass and access would be maintained.’
14.  Correspondence
There was no correspondence.
15.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda

The next meeting was arranged for 18th July 2016.
Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 27th June 2016
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

