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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Annual General Meeting held on Monday 16th May 2016 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram


         Mrs. Thompson 

    Mr. Stretch


         County Councillor Mrs. Willis 
    District Councillor Mrs. Airey    Mr. Morrison & Mr. Diss
1.   Apologies

    Mrs. Scrogham          
         Mr. Aldus                                            
    District Councillor Mr. Butcher
2.   Election of Officers
It was proposed by Mr. Stretch that Mr. Bertram continue as Chairperson. Mrs. Thompson seconded this. Mr. Stretch proposed Mrs. Scrogham as Vice-chairperson and was seconded by Mr. Bertram.
3.   Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes were approved and signed.
4.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

There were no declarations of interest.
5.    Public Participation by Question & Comment
District Councillor Mrs. Airey reported that a speed indicator device was in operation on Main Road, Swarthmoor by the Trinkeld Avenue junction. County Councillor Mrs. Willis informed the council that she had joined the board of governors of Pennington School. 
6. Chairman’s Annual Report
The following Chairman’s Annual Report was read:-

 ‘This year saw the installation of the new fence around the Swarthmoor Playground and the parish council would like to thank District Councillor Caroline Airey for the provision of a grant towards the cost. The Loppergarth community is currently working on a plan to upgrade the Loppergarth playground and the parish council would like to wish them every success with the bid. The parish has continued to benefit from community involvement. Neil Douglas very kindly designed a parish website which can be accessed by typing penningtonparishcouncil.myfreesites.net. 
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The parish council would like to thank Mr. Douglas for his valued assistance and success with the bid to redevelop the Pennington Memorial Hall. A Community Led Plan is also currently in the development stage. The parish council would also like to thank all the volunteers who helped on the day of the Harry Christian Victoria Cross Commemorative Stone Unveiling Ceremony in October which was a resounding success with all attendees giving positive comments. The parish council would like to thank Councillor Angela Scrogham for the substantial amount of time, hard work and effort provided to liaise with the authorities to organise the event on behalf of the parish council. The parish council was also very pleased to announce during the year that the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport agreed to add Pennington Parish War Memorial Cross to the List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest. The memorial is now listed at Grade II.
The planning application for a one hundred and forty-one house development at Cross-a-Moor is ongoing and is currently the subject of a Holding Direction until 21st June 2016. This means that a planning decision cannot be made before this date.


The parish council was also very pleased to welcome Mrs. Lorraine Thompson to the council as representative for the Pennington Ward.’

7.  Cross-a-Moor

The Holding Direction on the planning application was due to expire on 21st June 2016. Clerk to contact Highways England to enquire about the extension of the Holding Diraction.
8.  Parish Council

The allocation of councillor duties for 2016/2017 were decided as follows:-

Highway duties



Mr. Bertram
CALC





Mrs. Scrogham

Footpaths




Mr. Aldus
Allotments




Mr. Stretch/Mr. Aldus

Sunnyside/Parish Rooms


Mr. Aldus/Mrs. Thompson
Bus shelters & grass cutting


Mr. Aldus

Swarthmoor Playground & Youth Area
Mr. Stretch/Mr. Aldus

Loppergarth Playground


Mrs. Scrogham/Mrs. Thompson
9.  Swarthmoor 
a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received. 
b)District Councillor Mr. Butcher reported via email that the damaged fence at the Ulverston Road end of the Trinkeld Avenue footpath was due to be repaired.
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10.   Loppergarth

a)The Loppergarth playground report had been received. 
b)District Councillor Mr. Butcher has been trying to ascertain the ownership of the damaged wall on the Loppergarth to Rowe Head footpath. On walking the route, Mr. Butcher had noticed a large root growing through the tarmaced area of the footpath which was a cause for concern.

c)Mr. Morrison thanked the parish council for raising the residents’ concerns regarding the proposed music festival at Cowran Farm with the Licensing Office and Environmental Health and requested that the police and highways department should also be contacted. Mr. Morrison informed the council that he was due to deliver, by hand the following day, letters to all relevant departments and authorities such as highways, planning, licensing, public protection and Cumbria Constabulary. The letters, on behalf of himself and other residents, would request full details of the proposed music festival which would be passed to a legal representative.
11.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

The damp problem was improving and was continuing to be monitored.

12.   Expenditure Requests
The CALC subscription for £282 had been received and was authorised by the council.

13.   Community Led Plan
Mrs. Thompson was very pleased to report that the last meeting included Birkrigg Park residents. It was also attended by Michael Conefrey, the SLDC Public Health Manager and Carol Last, the C.C.C. Area Engagement Officer who both assisted in forming the wording for the questionnaire with Carol Last composing an introduction. The next meeting was scheduled for 31st May 2016 at 7pm at the Parish Rooms. 
14.   Highway Repairs

District Councillor Mr. Butcher reported via email that the manway on the A590 had been repaired. County Councillor Mrs. Willis reported that  highways representatives were taking weekly photographs of the roads used to transport the equipment to the Furness Windfarm on Harlock Hill. The highways hotline number is 0330 303 2992.
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15.  Local Area Partnership
Ulverston Town Council thanked the parish council for the letter of support regarding the possibility of opening a footpath along the former Ulverston to Greenodd railway line. 

16. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid

         None
Invoices Due for Payment

CALC subscription

                               £282.00

Receipts
Sunnyside rent


                               £410.00

Victoria Cross Ceremony grant

       £250.00

         2016 precept


     
                £4,651.79
         2016 grant


 
                   £242.37
         VAT refund




       £423.63

Allotment rent



                     £30.00

Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds TSB statement no. 66 issue date 10th May 2016) balance on 10th May 2016: £9,699.40. 
17. Planning Applications
Pennington 
The following planning application was approved:-

SL/2016/0256

Single storey rear and side extensions with parapet feature to front elevation, 6, Ulverston Road, Swarthmoor.

The following planning application was refused:-

SL/2016/0351

Three detached dwellings, Beckthorn, Ulverston Road, Swarthmoor.
‘Pennington Parish Council feels that access to and from the A590 at the above property would prove to be a problem particularly with four houses using one access point.’
18.  Correspondence
Mrs. Thompson took the Electoral Review of South Lakeland District Council: Draft Recommendations
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19.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda

The next meeting was arranged for 20th June 2016.
Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 17th May 2016
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

