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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 21st March 2016 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram
(Chairperson)
         Mrs. Scrogham(Vice-chairperson)                            
                Mr. Stretch                                   Mrs. Thompson                                      

    Mr. Aldus                                     District Councillor Mrs. Airey 

    Mike Conefery, SLDC Public Health Manager    
                Mr. Douglas, Mr. & Mrs. Houston & Mr. Bartlett
1.   Apologies

                PCSO Helen Madden     
         County Councillor Mrs. Willis    

                District Councillor Mr. Butcher

2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes were approved and signed.
3.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

There were no declarations of interest. 
4.    Public Participation by Question & Comment
Mr. and Mrs. Houston conveyed to the council their concerns regarding the possible development of the old cricket ground bordering Birkrigg Park for which outline planning permission had been granted for two detached dwellings. The site, previously containing brambles, nettles and other foliage including hedges, had been completely cleared raising concerns regarding displaced wildlife and security problems due to the removal of the natural barrier which would have formed a deterrant for possible intruders. Birkrigg Park residents had also endured severe road flooding during the recent bad weather and it was felt that the development of this land would remove a soak away area and would compound the flooding problem. There were concerns regarding the impact of the development on existing properties and whether the plots, which were now being sold separately, would produce housing which would blend in with existing properties. It was pointed out that the utilities on Birkrigg Park were also at full capacity. The proposed site had also been suggested for the Local Development Framework but had not been included. Mr. and Mrs. Houston informed the council that an East Drive Action Group had been formed which the council agreed to back.
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PCSO Helen Madden had emailed the monthly crime figures for 11th February 2016 to 21st March 2016. There were twelve calls for service consisting of four highway disruptions due to flooding and sheep. There were three incidents of concern for welfare which had been resolved together with one suspicious incident. There had also been one road traffic collision between a car and pedestrian resulting in injury.

Mr. Bartlett of Cross-a-Moor expressed his concerns regarding wagons, and in particular HPH Transport wagons, which were speeding through Cross-a-Moor and failing to stop at the Cross-a-Moor pelican crossing when the lights were on red. He also raised concerns about the mud on the pavement on the Pennington side of the A590 opposite the War Memorial caused by the farmer driving the tractor along the grass verge to gain access to the field from the grass verge instead of using the road.

Clerk to inform PCSO Madden of the concerns regarding the speeding traffic and the mud on the pavement. Mr. Bartlett also very kindly offered to blast and paint the Cross-a-Moor War Memorial chains. It had previously been confirmed by the SLDC Conservation Officer that the work could be performed. 
5.  Cross-a-Moor

There had been no progress on the proposed Cross-a-Moor development.
6. Community Led Plan

Michael Conefrey, the SLDC Public Health Manager, addressed the parish council. He was invited to talk about health and wellbeing in preparation for its inclusion as a strand in the questionnaire for the Community Led Plan. He outlined the effect of deprivation on health and how SLDC has an aging population, the proportion of which is due to increase in the future. He spoke about encouraging residents to improve their lifestyles to enable them to live a long, happy, healthy life. He suggested to the council that he would like to work on a pilot with Pennington Parish with the assistance of Carol Last, the C.C.C. Area Engagement Officer. This would develop an approach to health and wellbeing for parishes to enable councils to plan for a positive approach to health. It would involve mapping physical and intellectual assets and facilitate the building of community spirit through engaging everyone from youngsters to the lonely. It was decided that Carol Last would be invited to the parish council meeting when sufficient progress had been made on the plan.
Mrs. Thompson informed the council that the Community Led Plan Steering Committee had finalised a constitution. The group also agreed that the minutes should be shared with the Pennington Parish Council clerk to keep the clerk up to date with developments and to ensure the minutes are traceable through the parish council records. Mrs. Thompson reported that models and styles of questionnaire were discussed that had been produced both within the county and from across the country. The steering group divided the key strands for the questionnaires to include countryside/litter/appearance, open spaces/play facilities, community/emergency services, refuse/recycling, communications/internet/phone, transport, shops, energy, indoor leisure/village hall/church/pub, crime/vandalism/anti-social behaviour, 
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traffic/road safety/parking, housing and health and wellbeing to be formulated with guidance from Mike Conefery.   
The group did not have representation from Birkrigg Park or Whinfield and, therefore, a flyer had been distributed to these areas to raise awareness of the Community Led Plan Steering Group and to invite members of the community to join the group. South Lakeland District Council and Cumbria County Council would be informed of the commencement of the Community Led plan and the Local Area Partnership would be informed of progress. The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday 29th March, 7pm at the Pennington Parish Rooms.

7.  Swarthmoor 

The Swarthmoor playground report had been received. The hole in the stone wall by the youth shelter had been repaired. 
8.   Loppergarth

The Loppergarth playground report had been received. 
9.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

A bird’s nest had been removed from the chimney breast on the first floor of the Parish Rooms by removing a portion of the plaster board. A hole in the outer wall could be seen through this hole and this was due to be repaired. The damp on the chimney breast appeared to be drying.
10.   Bank Mandate
Mrs. Scrogham and Mrs. Thompson agreed to become signatories for the parish council bank account. Clerk to arrange update of the signature variation form.
11.   Queen Elizabeth II
The parish councillors received an invitation from the Swarthmoor Community Group to attend a ‘Sovereign Sunday’ afternoon tea event to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday. The event is on Sunday the 12th of June at Swarthmoor Football Club between 2.00-4.00pm where there will be food, music and competitions. It is requested that attendees wear red, white and blue. 
The Swarthmoor Community Group had also indicated that it may be of mutual interest to swap minutes of the meetings. The council agreed. Mrs. Scrogham also offered to attend a Swarthmoor Community Group meeting if it was thought the content would be of particular interest to the parish council.
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12.   Highway Repairs
It was reported that the pot hole in the A590 by the manhole near the bus stop near the Miners Arms had been repaired and the remaining drain in Loppergarth had been cleared. The highways hotline number is 0845 609 6609.
13.   Local Area Partnership

Mrs. Scrogham reported that she was unavailable to attend the next Local Area Partnership meeting but indicated that Mrs. Thompson had very kindly offered to attend in her absence.
14. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid – none
       
Invoices Due for Payment - none
Receipts
         Grazing field rent
            £260.00
         Allotment rent x 8
            £240.00

         Parish Rooms rent
            £430.00

Sunnyside rent
                        £410.00

Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds statement no. 64 issue date 10th March 2016) balance on 10th March 2016: £4,958.99. 
15. Planning Applications
Pennington
         SL/2016/0089
Two storey side extension, 2, Kingsley Avenue, Swarthmoor

         SL/2016/0128
Single storey extension and front dormers, 42, Park Field, Swarthmoor

16.  Correspondence
There was no correspondence.
17.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda

The next meeting was arranged for 18th April 2016.
Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 23rd March 2016
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

