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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th February 2017 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram
(Chairperson)
         Mrs. Scrogham(Vice-chairperson)                                          
                Mr. Stretch                                   Mr. Fockema

    District Councillor Mrs. Airey     District Councillor Mr. Butcher        

                County Councillor Mrs. Willis     Mr. Smith(Lindal & Marton Parish Clerk)
                Mr. Morrison, Mr. Atkinson & three members of the public
1.   Apologies


   Mrs. Thompson                              PCSO Helen Madden        

2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes were approved and signed.
3.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

There were no declarations of interests.
4.    Public Participation by Question & Comment
Mr. Morrison made an enquiry regarding progress on the field where the appeal had been successful to build an agricultural building which was now being used as a storage area. District Councillor Mr. Butcher had contacted the planning department and reported that Mark Balderson, the enforcement officer, will write to the owner of Cowran Farm to confirm and request that they undertake the requirements in the enforcement notice that are still outstanding. These will be the reinstatement of the hedge, tidying of the land and the removal of all items not agricultural or not used in connection with the agricultural use of the land. They would be given a twenty-eight day period to undertake the works. If the notice is not complied with after this period then consideration will be given to taking legal action by way of prosecution.
County Councillor Mrs. Willis reported that the Kingsley Avenue/Rufus Lane footpath had been resurfaced and the Pennington School soak away was to be installed during half term. 
PCSO Helen Madden reported via email that the incidents of note in the parish 
consisted of one road traffic collision where vehicle one struck vehicle two whilst reversing, one criminal damage occurrence to an internal door with the offender being arrested, three assaults where the offender was known to the injured parties in all three cases and all arrested and a red deer carcass was found on the highway and thought to be a possible poaching incident. Crime prevention measures consisted of 
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laser/speed awareness sessions continuing on Ulverston Road and Main Road with extra patrols regarding the chaos caused by the road works at Lindal. The Speed Indicator Device sustained £380 of deliberate damage whilst in situ on the A590 at Cross-a-Moor. Internet safety sessions and safe stranger talks were planned at Pennington School where the parking and access issues continued to be monitored. Dog fouling patrols were ongoing with South Lakeland District Council.
5.  New Parish Councillor
Mr. Fockema signed the Acceptance of Office Form. The Chairperson welcomed Mr. Fockema to the parish council.
6.  Lindal

County Councillor Mrs. Willis raised concerns regarding the proposed concrete plant during a meeting attended by Alan Shepherd of the Highways England Operations Directorate North West. It was reported that Highways England had not reached a decision on the proposed development and was in discussion with the developer on a number of matters relating to the drainage arrangements, vehicle movements and any other potential impacts. A total of forty-eight vehicle movements into and out of the site over an eleven hour working day are proposed. Highways England has asked the developer to provide a safety audit of the proposed access onto the A590. In addition to these discussions, Highways England will take account of the advice and guidance set out in: The Strategic Road Network Planning for the Future – a guide to working with Highways England on planning matters(2015) and the National Planning Policy Framework published by the Department for Communities and Local Government. Highways England needs to consider whether a safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved.  It also has to be considered whether improvements can be undertaken within the transport network that cost-effectively limits the significant impacts of the development. Development should only be prevented or refused on transport grounds where the residual cumulative impacts of development are severe. 
Residents were sceptical about the reasons why Highways England appeared to be co-operating with the developer. Mrs. Willis pointed out that if the planning application were to go to appeal, a question would be asked as to whether the developer had consulted with Highways England.

Mr. Smith, the Lindal and Marton Parish Clerk, addressed the council and stated that the Holding Direction placed by Highways England on the proposed Lindal concrete batching plant until 20th February 2017 was due to be renewed for a further two months. Highways England was also awaiting the results of a traffic survey.
Mr. Smith emphasised that the proposed concrete batching plant was not part of the local development plan. The Highways England 2012 Route Management Strategy was to maintain a free running A590. The Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership produced a West of M6 Strategic Connectivity Study identifying the A590 as the busiest, most unreliable road in Cumbria in the top third of roads for delays. Clerk to compose letter of objection to amended planning application.
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7.  Swarthmoor 

a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received
b) Mr. Stretch reported that he was still trying to arrange for an electrician to disconnect the electricity supply to the bus shelter near the Miners Arms, Swarthmoor and rectify the electrical supply problem in the Loppergarth telephone box. 
8.   Loppergarth

a)The Loppergarth playground report had been received.  District Councillor Mr. Butcher had offered via email to allocate £250 from his budget to the maintenance of the parish playgrounds. It was decided that it would be appropriate to allocate the funds to the Loppergarth Playground improvements.

Mrs. Scrogham had received an enquiry from Loppergarth residents regarding the ownership of the two dog poop bins on the Rowe Head to Loppergarth footpath. They were currently being emptied by volunteers but were being filled at a fast rate. Notices posted requesting that dog owners take the dog poop home were removed and the dog binned were being filled to overflowing. It was agreed that the residents’ request to remove the bins should be approved. Mrs. Scrogham informed the council that she would contact PCSO Helen Madden to request a notice for dog owners. Mrs. Scogham to convey the decision to the residents and contact PCSO Helen Madden.
9.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

The wallpaper is to be removed from the first floor chimney breast to allow it to breathe and dry.
10.   Year End

It was agreed that Mr. Crammond should be asked to carry out the internal audit of the parish accounts. Clerk to contact Mr. Crammond.
11. Community Led Plan

Mrs. Scrogham informed the council that a statement had been posted on the parish Facebook page to raise awareness of the Community Led Plan process including the formation of the questionnaire and ASSET mapping. It also describes the mini-questionnaire distributed to approximately two hundred homes in the parish. Mrs. Scrogham and Mr. Douglas were to meet to progress the Community Led Plan questionnaire which would be checked and tested by other members prior to presentation to the parish council. The latest meeting was attended by Ruth McDonald who described her role working for Parish Churches Group UK which provides qualified and registered parish nurses. 
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The next meeting was scheduled for the 28th February at the Miners Arms, Swarthmoor.
12.   Local Area Partnership
Highways had requested that the parishes identify drains and County Councillor Mrs. Willis provided a map. Mrs. Scrogham kindly offered to mark the map with the location of the drains and provide additional information in the form of photographs and written details of the precise location. Mrs. Willis also reported that a talk on social media was given at the meeting and distributed copies of the information provided.
13. Highway Repairs

The highways hotline number is 0330 303 2992. 
14. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid        
         None        

              
Invoices Due for Payment
         None
Receipts
         Sunnyside rent



                  £420.00

         Grazing land rent



      £270.00

         Allotment rent x 3



        £90.00

Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds statement no. 76 issue date 10th February 2017) balance on 10th February 2017: £9,702.34. (This includes £1,300 funding being held for the new Loppergarth Playground)
15. Planning Applications
Pennington
The following planning applications were approved:-

         SL/2017/0021              20, Fell View, Swarthmoor, two storey rear extension and 

         single storey side extension

         SL/2017/0109

12, Ulverston Road, Swarthmoor, rear/side single storey 

         extension and relocation of garage.
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16.  Correspondence
A list of correspondence was read. Mr. Stretch took the Malcolm Wilson Rally details.
17.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda

The next meeting was arranged for 20th March 2017.
Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 23rd February 2017
 
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

